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Objectives: To explore parents’ views of childhood injury risk and perceptions of supervision with families in deprived areas living in and around Bristol.
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Background: Unintentional injury is a leading cause of death and illness in young children: most injury occurs in and around the home and children from more deprived families are more vulnerable. Parental supervision is the most basic behaviour used to protect children but little is known about normal day-to-day supervision or the processes used to make supervisory decisions at different ages.





Title of Presentation:  Parents’ perceptions of childhood injuries in the home and their attitudes to risk.








Authors and their organisation/ affiliation:


Dr Jenny Ingram, Centre for Child and Adolescent Health, University of Bristol.


Prof Alan Emond, University of Bristol








Conclusion: Constant supervision and learning by experience were common strategies employed by these parents. Parents need to be aware of the link between child development and injury risk and also of differences in injury rate as a function of the child’s individual temperament and ability.





Results: The four main themes arising from the interviews were perceptions of risk, 


coping with kitchen hazards, attitudes to supervision, and learning strategies. These 


were used to generate topics for discussion in a needs assessment tool.











Method: Semi-structured interviews were carried out with a purposive sample of 34 families living in areas of social deprivation, including several in ethnic minority communities.	The transcripts were subject to thematic and framework analysis.








