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Summary of plenary presentation:

Updating the evidence: systematic review and meta-analysis of home safety interventions

Injury is the biggest public health challenge facing children in industrialised countries. For younger children most injuries occur at home. There are steep social gradients in childhood injury mortality and morbidity and there is also evidence that childhood injury varies by age, gender and ethnic group. Few meta-analyses to date have quantified

the effect of home safety interventions on safety practices and on injuries. Despite the well known inequalities in childhood injury, there is little work examining whether interventions are more, or less, effective in children who are at greater risk of injury. This session will describe the findings from a large systematic review and meta-analysis of a wide range of interventions to prevent home injury in childhood and how the effectiveness of these interventions varies by child age, gender, ethnic group and social disadvantage. Recommendations for future research, policy and practice will be discussed.

