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The Starting Point for Action               
at Regional Level

• Conference on child injury with CAPT in July 2006 to:
– Identify policy and strategic opportunities for action
– create opportunities for improved partnership working 

between public health departments, children ’s trusts and 
other key agencies

– share and capitalise upon good practice
– draw on evidence of what works in injury prevention
– identify the gaps in support that need to be filled to facilitate 

optimal working and consider how to fill these gaps
• Follow on workshop in November 2007
• The priorities identified have been/are being taken 

forward 



A Priority in Regional Strategies (1)
Children’s Health and Health 
Inequalities in the West Midlands 
Key facts include:

– For children aged 1 – 4 years, 
fire and flames and pedestrian 
injuries cause the highest death 
rates

– For children aged 5 – 14 years, 
pedestrian injuries are the most 
frequent type of injury causing 
death

– For adolescents aged 15 – 19 
years, injuries as vehicle 
occupants are the most 
frequent type of injury causing 
death

– Raised profile of the issues
www.gos.gov.uk/497745/docs/37



A Priority in Regional Strategies (2) 
http://www.wmra.gov.uk/uploadfiles/file/WMRA_Health&WellBeing.pdf

• First Public Health Strategy for the West Midlands. 
• For all organisations and groups with a role to play in improving 

the health and wellbeing of the population and reducing 
inequalities

• Reflects and builds upon national and regional policies         
for improving health and reducing inequalities

• Informed by Local Area Agreements
• Injury prevention is a priority throughout



Data and Information

• www.wmpho.org.uk/



National Links

• Accident Prevention: 
Priority Review: 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychil 
dmatters/resources-and- 
practice/RS00047/

• DH links nationally
• Child Safety Education 

Coalition
• Chief Medical Officer’s 

Annual Reports
• Partnership working 

with the voluntary 
sector



Advocating 
child safety

Using the resource  
everyone has a part to play

Accident report  
understanding data and the 
wider context

Making the 
connections  making the 
most of local networks and 
partnership opportunities

Advocating child 
safety  Communications, 
social marketing and 
community champions

Next steps and 
personal planner  
reading, resources and 
relationships



Using the tools 
and next steps

Creating the local
factfile

Making the 
connections – policy 
mapping

Stakeholder 
engagement planning

Reading...resources... 
and relationships – a 
personal action 
planner 

Safer together –
capturing stories of 
impact and 
improvement



It’s Making a Difference

• Child Safety Week (s)
• Scoping activity in 

PCTs and LAs planned 
in conjunction with 
CAPT

• Media opportunities
• Regional network under 

development

• Regional website: 
http://www.wmpho.org.uk/injury/ 
default.aspx?pg=1874

• Partnerships continue 
to be built and 
strengthened eg 
safeguarding, transport



“Stakeholders considered it crucial that those people who 

were responsible locally for injury prevention should identify 

the opportunities, incentives and motivations that other 

partners had, and to use them to maximise delivery of injury 

prevention.” 
Accident Prevention Amongst Children and Young People: A Priority Review 

DCSF, DH, DfT February 2009

karen.saunders@dh.gov.uk
ian.evans@capt.org.uk

To register for a copy of Advocating child safety, a 
networking resource, go to:                

www.capt.org.uk/specialwmproject/default.htm  
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