Additional ‘VoxPop’ comments:

General

The presentations provided robust and stark messages, and were enlightening - especially the results from systematic reviews. It was also interesting to see the slide in the introduction to the day showing accidents are the third highest cause of premature mortality. This is not reflected in funding and is an issue for policy makers. The lack of available funding shows that injuries have fallen off the political agenda. The problem is that we don’t have as robust evidence as NHS service based interventions, as interventions are developed by partnerships and are not purely treatment or NHS service-based. We need to turn round thinking at the top in terms of the need for a public health approach. Are we ready for this?
PCT manager – strategic lead for avoidable injury
My comment is to those presenting and is intended to be constructive. Remember to use language that can be understood by your target audience. Some of the academic presentations were not easily accessible because of the use of terminology that is not commonly understood. Communicating clearly is a vital part of the process of getting research into practice. Perhaps a glossary of terms may help practitioners?
John Vallender, Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents

I have been really impressed with the wide range of high quality presentations. I am certain that I will be able to use what I have learned from the conference to influence and improve children’s injury prevention in the North East region.

Stuart Simms, North East Public Health Observatory
Home safety

Intervention by health visitors with families in deprived areas really made an impact. It is important to resource health visitors and ask why aren’t we using them in the appropriate way. If accidents are the leading cause of death for children, we have to be more specific in the way we work. There needs to be as much focus on accidental injury prevention as non-accidental.

Christine Davies, Paediatric Liaison Health, Gloucestershire PCT
This session highlighted the importance of sharing. There is a real need to better understand evidence. There are issues around coming up with scientific evaluations but to implement them, evaluation has to be relevant to what’s happening in the real world. 

Anonymous

It’s interesting to find out what goes on in other parts of the country. The three short sessions were good – it was good having three different perspectives.

Claire Dennis, Project Coordinator, Centre Manchester and Manchester Children’s University Hospital NHS Trust

Road safety

This session highlighted the need for inter-agency working.

Anonymous

Literature review

Very informative and interesting presentations
Anonymous

